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year, extremist groups like the Proud Boys are getting involved in local politics and creating 
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desire to form a white ethnostate – with violence as the likely means to accomplish it. In sum, the 
hard right in America is steeped in white supremacy and sees America’s increasing diversity as a 
threat that must be countered in politics, in law, in court, in the media – and with violence.  

   
In 2021, the Anti-Defamation League documented a 25% increase in antisemitism in New 
Jersey from 2020.4 That was the highest number recorded since ADL began tracking 
incidents in 1979. In recent years, we have seen how antisemitic beliefs inspire deadly 
violence. Antisemitism led to a deadly shooting at a Jewish market in Jersey City, New Jersey 
(my former home city); another mass killing at the Tree of Life synagogue in Pittsburgh, 
Pennsylvania; and a hostage-taking at a synagogue in Colleyville, Texas. 
 
SPLC tracked twenty-six hate and antigovernment groups in New Jersey last year. The twelve hate 
groups include a statewide chapter of the Proud Boys.5 In 2019, SPLC tracked and reported on the 
alarming case – at the intersection of antisemitism and racism - of Richard Tobin, an 18-year-old 
living in Brooklawn, New Jersey, who orchestrated a campaign dubbed “Operation Kristallnacht” 
for the neo-Nazi white supremacist group, The Base.6  In reporting on the trial, the Department of 
Justice stated that in documents filed in this case and statements made in court, “Tobin admitted that 
in September 2019, he was a member of a white supremacist group, “The Base,” and during that 
time, he communicated online with other members and directed them to destroy and vandalize 
properties affiliated with African Americans and Jewish Americans.”7  
 
SPLC also reported th
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Proud Boys 
The Proud Boys is an authoritarian, ultranationalist group that believes in what they call “western 
chauvinism” – the notion that Western culture and white men are superior to all others.6 They 
believe society should be hierarchically ordered, and those who do not conform to their idealized 
heteronormative, Christian, patriarchal society – including LGBTQ people, feminists, Muslims, and 
others – should be intimidated into silence or punished by violence.     
  
Since the Proud Boys formed in 2016, their political activism has focused on mitigating the 
perceived threats posed by the left and supporting the agenda of former President Donald Trump 
and the broader hard-right movement. During the organization’s early years, this meant hosting 
rallies across the country where they would arrive ready to attack counter protesters, resulting in 
events that frequently descended into violence.  
 
In 2020, the group mobilized around the far right “Stop the Steal” campaign. To overturn the results 
of that year’s presidential election, the Proud Boys participated in the January 6 insurrection and 
were among the first to enter the Capitol building. More than forty members currently face charges 
in relation to their alleged actions that day, including at least two men from New Jersey.7  Rather 
than leading to a decrease in Proud Boy chapters and their influence, the number of active Proud 
Boys chapters jumped to 72 in 2021, up from 43 in 2020.  
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posted to their Telegram channel following the Memphis Museum of Science and History 
cancellation of the Memphis Proud Drag Show & Dance Party after a group of Proud Boys began 
protesting outside the museum. 
 
Activities of Patriot Front in New Jersey 
Patriot Front is a white nationalist hate group that seeks to build a white ethnostate.9 Thomas 
Rousseau founded the group after the deadly violence at the “Unite the Right” rally in 
Charlottesville, Virginia, in August 2017. Patriot Front focuses on in-person action. The group 
is responsible for the vast majority of hate group flyering in the U.S., outpacing other groups in 
placing racist flyers by a factor of 10 to 1.10  
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Last week, the Department of Justice began jury selection in the seditious conspiracy trial of Oath 
Keepers leader Stewart Rhodes, along with members Thomas Caldwell, Kenneth Harrelson, Kelly 
Meggs,
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The threat Oath Keepers and similar organizations pose to our communities is perhaps best said by 
86-year-old Jack Hines, a WWII veteran. After an Oath Keepers event in 2010, Hines said his fear 
was that Rhodes or some other Oath Keeper leader will declare an emergency, mobilizing its 
membership to mount an armed insurrection against the government. “I think that’s one of the most 
dangerous things I’ve ever heard of in my life,” Hines said. “That’s court-martial material, asking 
soldiers to take a dual oath. I don’t see it any other way.”  
 
As of now more than twenty Oath Keeper members or associates have been arrested and charged 
for allegedly taking part in the raid that occurred at the U.S. Capitol on January 6. The Oath 
Keepers and Proud Boys being charged with seditious conspiracy for the actions on and before 
January 6th, are the first sedition conspiracy charges in the country since 2010, and one of only four 
incidents of such charges in 80 years. 
 
Our democracy suffered a terrible, deadly attack on Jan. 6, 2021, when Oath Keepers joined 
together with other extremists to attempt to stop the peaceful transfer of power through violence and 
intimidation. Today, Oath Keepers is in disarray, its leadership being held accountable for the 
destruction it caused, and the organizational brand tarnished with the images of January 6.  
 
It is of the utmost importance that Oath Keepers – and all those who helped plan and perpetrate the 
deadly January 6 attack – be held accountable. Without such accountability, our democracy will 
continue to be at risk, with false and nefarious attacks on our elections and voting rights. We must 
do everything we can to prevent that and to protect free and fair elections to ensure a truly inclusive 
democracy. 
 
Mainstreaming of White Supremacy 
For many decades, the hard-right, anti-democracy movement pushed forward, edging its way back 
into politics in order to mainstream their hateful ideas and emerge from the extreme fringes, where 
they had been relegated by the incredible efforts of civil and human rights leaders. These leaders 
had worked to shift culture and policy in favor of equity and inclusion. Using age-old tactics of fear 
and grievance, enabled and enriched by new technology, the hard-right found new momentum along 
with political favor with Trump and hard-right elected officials who used their microphones to 
platform hate. The Fox TV network and its headliner Tucker Carlson helped to spread and 
normalize these anti-democratic and hateful ideologies among millions of American households. 
 
After four years of national alignment with the Trump Administration, these groups have not gone 
back to the shadows. They have coalesced into a hard-right movement and have evolved their 
tactics. Hard-right hate and antigovernment extremists returned to their bread-and-butter focus on 
attacking local democratic institutions and rallying against the government. They are targeting local 
public health boards, school boards, libraries, and elections administration. Groups like the John 
Birch Society are peddling anti-science disinformation and propaganda, forming protests and rallies, 
and causing disturbances in front of hospitals, public officials’ homes, schools, and libraries. The 
John Birch Society has had a notable presence around the country, and states like New Jersey are 
experiencing a significant organizing presence by radical organizations claiming to be the voice for 
all parents. 
 
The hard right has been involved in local education fights for many decades. The movement has a 
foundation in fighting against desegregation, busing, affirmative action in admissions, and the 
creation of ethnic/Black studies programs. A decade ago, these groups and their predecessors were 
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Comprehensive hate crime data collection and enforcement and implementation of current laws are 
both essential. But the law is a blunt instrument to confront hate and extremism – it does not address 
the disparate root causes of hate, nor does it adequately mitigate future harms to historically 
targeted and marginalized communities. Simply put, we cannot legislate, regulate, tabulate, or 
prosecute racism, hatred, or extremism out of existence.22  
  
Victim Assistance and Building Community Resilience  
Approaches to hate crimes and violent extremism should be de-securitized, with a focus on 
community investment, education and prevention initiatives, and social and economic support rather 
than solely investing in law enforcement agencies and the after effect of hate violence.23 Early, age-
appropriate education implemented, far upstream and prior to the exposure to radicalizing extremist 
content, has also proven to be an important component of challenging and mitigating extremist 
harm.24 
 

When religious communities, houses of worship, 
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testimony,29 the review concluded the two most lethal elements of today’s domestic terrorism threat 
are (1) racially or ethnically motivated violent extremists who advocate for the superiority of the 
white race and (2) anti-government or anti-authority violent extremists, such as militia violent 
extremists.   
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The guide is a tool that enables parents, caregivers, and other adults to understand online 
radicalization and explains how those features can lead young people to adopt extremist views that 
may lead to violence. The resource outlines strategies for engaging youth who may have become 
exposed to extremist ideas – or even begun a process of radicalization – and provides resources for 
additional help and support. In an impact study of the guide, we found that after just seven minutes 
reading it, parents and caregivers feel better equipped to intervene and engage with a young person 
who might be susceptible to manipulative and hate-fueled rhetoric.
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We will be pressing the Biden administration to continue to address these issues – both in 
Washington and in community-based, follow-up field hearings and roundtables to highlight 
evidence-based best practices, public-private partnerships, restorative justice initiatives, and 
effective law enforcement and community responses to hate crimes and extremism that can be 
replicated and scaled. 
 
Conclusion  
We must acknowledge that hate crimes and the harms they cause to victims and their communities 
cannot be solved by law enforcement alone.  We must do more to support victims, survivors, and 
their communities. Congress and the administration must support programs and initiatives designed 
to prevent hate, antisemitism, bias-motived criminal activity, and extremism.  
  
New Jersey is one of the most diverse states in the country; notably in a recent study it has higher 
racial and ethnic diversity; higher diversity of education attainment; and higher linguistic diversity 
than 44 other states.36 Having lived in New Jersey with my multi-racial family, I can attest that New 
Jersey exhibits some of the most incredible benefits of living in a multi-racial democracy. However, 
it was also in the New Jersey Tobin case, where we witnessed one of the more extreme examples of 
how antisemitism and racism are dangerously intertwined in the white power hate movement.  
  
Several states, particularly in the South, are currently passing laws restricting teaching about racism 
and other painful truths about our nati
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and polarized times, every elementary and secondary school should promote an inclusive 




