


isolation, multiple placements, and severed connections, making even more challenging the task

of helping these children overcome their difficulties. The failure to provide children with
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necessary services and results in needless institutionalization, in violation of federal law.

Missisginni’s_taxnavers are thus forced to shoulder the burden of an expensive and ineffective

mental health system that greatly diminishes the quality of life and human potential of thousands
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7. L.P. is a seventeen year old girl who has experienced a number of psychiatric
hospitalizations. L.P. is from the Jackson metropolitan area and is currently committed to the
Specialized Treatment Facility in Gulfport, MS. She brings this action through her next friend,
Mary Troupe.

8. L.M. is a sixteen year old boy who has experienced six psychiatric hospitalizations and

one long-term placement i psvchiatric treatment facilitv. IL.M. resides in the Mississippi
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State Board of Mental Health, Miss. Code Ann. § 41-4-3(1); appoints the Executive Director of

the Diviéion of Medicaid, which is a division of the Governor’s Office, Miss. Code Ann. § 43-
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w Refendant Rohert T._Bohinson is the Fxecutive Director of the Mississinni Divisionof |
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adolescents in federal court. Counsel have the legal knowledge and the resources to fairly and
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not provide therapeutic foster care services.! Currently, 180 youth are enrolled in the program.

During the last fiscal year, fewer than 200 children received services through MYPAC. In
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the last fiscal year: 557 children were committed to a state hospital, 888 were placed in a

nsvchiatric residentjal treatment facilitv, 476 were placed in a therapeutic group home. and




34.  The Defendants discriminate against the named Plaintiffs and the Plaintiff class by failing

to provide them services in the most integrated setting appropriate to their needs. An integrated
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49. Plaintiff L.P. is a seventeen year old girl from the Jackson metropolitan area, and was

,,,,,, in. DHS cnsindy in_A1ngnst 2000 whepn it wasdiscoveredthat she had hegnseynglly
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54.  Plaintiff L.M. is a sixteen year old boy with bipolar disorder and a history of sexual

trauma. L.M. has been hospitalized four times and placed in long-term residential treatment. He

is currently living with his mother in the Delta, and is not receiving intensive mental health

services.

55.  L.M. experienced a succession of traumatic events before his thirteenth birthday. L.M.
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home and school. When L.M. was ten, his father died unexpectedly; and the next year L.M.




two weeks and committed to the state’s juvenile training school less than two months later




64. In violation of the EPSDT provisions of the Medicaid Act, Defendants, while acting

under the color of law, have failed to provide Plaintiffs with medically necessary intensive

home- and commymity-hased.menfal health services when such servicesare medicallv necessary
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and embrace the reforms sought by Plaintiffs in this case. The relief sought would further the
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Robert B. McDuff, Miss. Bar. No. 2532
767 North Congress Street

Jackson, Mississippi 39202
601-969-0802 (phone)

601-969-0804 (fax)

Ira Burnim, D.C. Bar No. 406145%*
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*pro hac vice motion to be filed
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. 4
served
by hand delivery on:
Harold Pizzetta, III
Special Assistant Attorney General
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Mississippi Office of the Attorney General
Walter Sillers Building
550 High Street, Suite 1200

Jackson, MS 39201
/[m___ w

Vanessa Carroll, Miss. Bar No. 102736 \

This /g day of March, 2010.




