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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
FOR THE SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF MISSISSIPPI
JACKSON DIVISION '
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Plaintiff, )
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himself it would be okay—because there would be one less child to care for inside of

the facility. Another staff member threatened to_cometn a child’s bauggand herpobiy
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5. Defendant Hinds County is a governmental entity with responsibility to
“establish and maintain detention facilities, shelter facilities . . . or any other facility
necessary to carry on the work of the youth court.” Miss. Code Ann. § 43-21-19.
Hinds County is the entity with ultimate responsibility to secure and protect the rights
of children held at Henley-Young.

JURISDICTION AND VENUE

6. The named Plaintiff’s cause of action arises under the Eighth and Fourteenth

Amendments to the_Ude qtafgg Cﬂncﬁhlﬁnn and A2 T1Q & 1093—%

7. Jurisdiction in this Court is proper pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1331.

8. Venue in this Court is proper under 28 U.S.C. § 1391(b). Defendant resides in

this district, and the eVents and omissions complained of occurred in this district.
CLASS ACTION ALLEGATIONS

9. The named Plaintiff brings this suit on his own behalf and on behalf of all

children who are, or will in the future be, imprisoned at the Henley-Young Juvenile
Justice Center. :

10.  The class is so numerous that joinder of all members is impractical. Henley-
Young has the capacity to house 84 youth at one time and well over 300 youth pass
through the facility in a one-year time period. Accordingly, the Defendant has

subjected hundreds of children to abusive conditions. Further, because children

remain at Henlev-Young for varving
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11.  There are questions of law and fact common to all class members, including

1 2l
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20.  The Defendant fails to provide minimally adequate mental health services for
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been provided his medication. In response to this denial, J.H.’s mother brought his
pills to the detention center. If JH.’s mbther had been unable to bring the medication
to Henley-Young, it is likely that he would have been deprived of his medication for -
the duration of his detention. Despite his pronounced mental health needs, J.H.
received no mental health counseling or treatment for the duration of his
imprisonment at Henley-Young.

24.  In April 2011, Henley-Youth staff denied W.J., a sixteen-year-old youth with
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took in order to treat his mental health needs and to help him sleep. As a result of this
denial, W.J. often had trouble falling asleep.

25.  In May 2011, D.C., a twelve-year-old youth with a history of serious mental
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Verbal Abuse

S[qﬁf iiﬁ Hipla" WVarrma smarntianlyr. azalalnas -,.,--A.J_F.G wu;‘,

Officers have even threatened to kill youth. This verbal abuse frequently escalates
into physical assaults. Instead of employing de-escalation techniques, officers

routinely use physical force to get youth to return to their cells.




Case 3:11-cv-00327-DPJ -FKB Document1 Filed 06/01/11 Page 9 of 12



Case 3:11-cv-00327-DPJ -FKB Document 1 Filed 06/01/11 Page 10 of 12

allowed the children in their custody to languish in an abusive facility despite having

clear notice that these violations persist.

CAUSES OF ACTION
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a. Declare that the acts and omissions of the Defendant violate the federal law;
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I, Corrie W. Cockrell, an attorney for the plaintiff, hereby certify that on June 1,
2011, a true and correct copy of the foregoing document was delivered to the Attorney
for the Hinds County Board of Supervisors via hand delivery and electronic mail. Notice
of this filing will be sent by e-mail to all parties by the Court’s electronic filing system.

Dated: June 1, 2011 CM QCA'MQK

/s/ Corrie W. Cockrell, Miss. Bar No. 102376

Southern Poverty Law Center




