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Executive Summary
The American Family Association (AFA) is one of most powerful religious-right groups in 

the nation, with a $20 million budget, a network of 200 radio stations and two Internet tele-

vision channels. Its spokespersons have appeared on all major networks and cable news 

channels, and in leading print and radio media. It is also one of the leading purveyors of lies 

about LGBT people and homosexuality.

The AFA has come under fire repeatedly over the 
years since it was founded in 1977 by the Rev. Donald 
Wildmon, who was sharply criticized in the 1980s 
for suggesting that obscene content on television and 
in the movies is largely due to the media being con-
trolled by Jews. It once demanded that an openly gay 
Arizona congressman be barred from speaking at the 
Republican National Convention and suggested that 
he be arrested under a state law criminalizing sod-
omy. It regularly attacked corporations like Disney, 
which it described as a “two-faced” company that 
“welcomed hordes of homosexuals to celebrate their 
sexual perversions.”

But in the last three years, since hiring a radical 
Idaho preacher named Bryan Fischer as its director 
of issue analysis, the AFA has gone even further. Since 
moving to Mississippi to join the group, Fischer has 
declared that “homosexuality gave us Adolph Hitler 
… the Nazi war machine and six million dead Jews” — 
a complete falsehood, as any historian knows. He has 
suggested that gay sex be recriminalized. He has rou-
tinely claimed that gay men molest children at rates 
far higher than those of heterosexual men — another 
falsehood, as all the relevant professional scientific 
associations have long agreed. Fischer has said that 
President Obama “nurtures a hatred for the white man” 
and suggested that welfare incentivizes black “people 
who rut like rabbits.” He has said that non-Christian 
religions “have no First Amendment right to the free 
exercise of religion,” claimed that the “sexual immo-
rality of Native Americans” was part of what made 
them “morally disqualified from sovereign control of 
American soil,” and suggested that the best way to deal 
with promiscuity would be to kill the promiscuous.

Words like these have consequences. While the 
AFA would certainly deny it, it seems obvious that 
its regular demonizing of members of the LGBT 

community as child molesters and the like creates an 
atmosphere where violence is all but inevitable. And 
that violence is dramatic. A study by the Southern 
Poverty Law Center found, based on an analysis of 
14 years of FBI hate crime data, that LGBT people 
were by far the American minority most victimized 
by such crimes. They were more than twice as likely 
to be attacked in a violent hate crime as Jews or black 
people, and four times as likely as Muslims. And that 
doesn’t take into account the anti-gay bullying that 
has resulted in so many recent teen suicides.

Based on the foregoing and other evidence, the 
Southern Poverty Law Center (SPLC) last year began 
listing the AFA as a hate group. The listing, as was said 
at the time, was based on the group’s use of known 
falsehoods to attack and demonize members of the 
LGBT community — not, as some have gratuitously 
claimed, because the organization is Christian, or 
because it opposes same-sex marriage, or because it 
believes that the Bible describes homosexual prac-
tice as a sin.

Many thoughtful Christian commentators have 
said as much. Warren Throckmorton, a respected 
professor and past president of the American Mental 
Health Counselors Association, wrote last year that 
the AFA and other “newly labeled hate groups” were 
seeking to “avoid addressing the issues the SPLC 
raised, instead preferring to attack the credibil-
ity of the SPLC.” Reviewing an SPLC list of myths 
propagated by anti-gay religious-right groups, he 
said many are “provably false” and “rooted in igno-
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THE PROPAGANDIST
The American Family Association and its spokesman, Bryan Fischer, are famous for their anti-

gay bigotry. What’s less known is how ‘mainstream’ Idahoans jump-started Fischer’s career

 For a week or two this August, 
the spotlight of national media 
attention cast a harsh light on a 
prayer rally in Houston entitled 
“The Response: a Call to Prayer 
for a Nation in Crisis.” Although 
it was billed as a non-politi-
cal event held only to ask God 
for unity and righteousness, 
The Response drew a roster 
of hard-line religious rightists 
best known for their gay-bash-
ing rhetoric.

Some of those who were 
scheduled to speak merely 
caused the eyes of the critics 
to roll, like the “prop 517v.T 2 1  T f. 0 . 0 6 0 3 7
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These facts are well known. But what may be most 
remarkable of all about Fischer, aside from the fact 
that an organization that has more than 2 million peo-
ple on its E-mail list hired him, are some of the details 
of how he spent almost 30 years as an increasingly 
radical pastor in Idaho. Despite being passed over 
as senior pastor of one church and abruptly leaving 
another, Fischer eventually came to be treated as the 
state’s leading voice of the Christian Right, wrote reg-
ular guest columns in the state’s largest newspaper, 
and was named chaplain of the Idaho State Senate. 

The Early Years
Bryan Fischer was born on April 8, 1951, in a small 
town in Colorado, and moved in his early teens to 
California. Later, while attending Stanford, he landed 
an internship at Peninsula Bible Church in Palo Alto, 
where he was befriended by senior pastor David 
Roper, a man who would influence him strongly. 
Three years after graduating in 1973, he married 
Deborah Marie Rogers, who is still his wife.

Roper had attended Dallas Theological Seminary, 
the top ideological powerhouse of the most conser-
vative wing of the evangelical movement. Fischer 
followed in his mentor’s footsteps, graduating from 
the seminary in 1980.

While Fischer was in Dallas, Roper left California 
to become pastor of the Cole Community Church in 
Boise, Idaho, where he would remain for the follow-
ing 17 years. Roper told the Intelligence Report that, 
later in 1980, he invited Fischer to join him in Idaho 
to help start the Cole Center for Biblical Studies. The 
center would become known regionally for the prom-
inent locals who it graduated.

At the time, however, Fischer had markedly differ-
ent theological views than he does today, said Dennis 
Mansfield, who started the Idaho Family Forum and 
was then the state’s leading Christian Right spokes-
man: “Bryan brought me in to debate about his 
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first quoted in The Idaho Statesman, the state’s larg-
est newspaper, in 1999. It was the beginning of his rise 
to national stature.

“I used to be the go-to religious-right person for 
media in Boise because of IFF [the Idaho Family 
Forum],” said Mansfield, whose theological views 
have since softened considerably. “Then I ran for 
Congress and lost to [now-Gov.] Butch Otter in 2000 
and, of course, became invisible. There was a gap 
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I N  T H E I R  O W N  W O R D S

Quotes from the AFA
The principal officials of the American Family Association have a long history of making 

extremely provocative remarks on everything from the role of Jews in the national media 

to the supposed dangers posed by Muslims and their faith. But over the years, the most out-

rageous comments of all — and the ones that are most often simple falsehoods dressed up 

as “research” — are aimed at LGBT people.

“Most television producers are of the Jewish 
perspective.”

— AFA founder and chairman  
Don Wildmon, People magazine, 1981

“[Fifty-nine] percent of the people who are responsi-
ble for network programming were raised in Jewish 
homes. If the people who control the networks in 
Hollywood were 59 percent Christian and if they were 
only 1 percent as anti-Semitic as the networks are cur-
rently anti-Christian, there would [be] a massive public 
outcry from the national liberal secular media.”

— Don Wildmon, in a speech before the National 
Religious Broadcasters, 1985

“Only a relatively small handful of people deter-
mine what Americans can and will see on network 
television. These people are overtly hostile to the 
Christian faith.”

— Don Wildmon, in his book  
The Home Invaders, 1985

“Hollywood and the theater world is heavily influ-
enced by Jewish people.”

— Don Wildmon, The Home Invaders, 1985

“The television elite are highly secular. Ninety-six 
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to do so — not because of any American hostility to 
the Koran, but because the act undermines American 
civilization.”

— Don Wildmon, AFA Action Alert, 2006

“The homosexual agenda represents the single 
greatest modern threat to freedom of religion and 
conscience… . Gay activists are so driven by their 
agenda that they cannot even permit a private insti-
tution to maintain standards of sexuality that differ 
from theirs.

 — Bryan Fischer, in a press release from his Idaho 
Values Alliance (a chapter of the AFA), about a gay 

rights group’s visits to campuses, April 12, 2007

“[S]ame-sex marriage will only increase sexual con-
fusion in children and encourage dangerous sexual 
experimentation among the nation’s youth.”

— Bryan Fischer, Idaho Values  
Alliance press release, July 7, 2008

“If President Obama, congressional Democrats, and 
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P R O F I L E

American Family Association
Founded:  1977

Location:  Tupelo, Miss.

Initially founded as the National Federation for Decency, the American Family Association 

(AFA) originally focused on what it considered indecent television programming and por-

nography. The AFA says it promotes “traditional moral values” in media. A large part of 

that work involves “combating the homosexual agenda” through various means, including 

publicizing companies that have pro-gay policies and organizing boycotts against them. 

The AFA has a variety of outlets to disseminate its message, including the American Family 

Radio Network, its online One News Now and the monthly AFA Journal. In early 2011, the 

AFA claimed more than 2 million online supporters and 180,000 subscribers to its Journal.

In Its Own Words
“[T]he homosexual lifestyle is characterized by anon-
ymous sexual encounters and celebration of sexual 
obsession and perversion unparalleled in any other 
social group.” 

— Richard Howe, “Homosexuality in America,”  
AFA publication, 1994
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from shows like “Thirtysomething,” which had been 
added to Wildmon’s list of “Trash TV” because its plot 
included a gay romance.

Wildmon has never made a secret of his anti-
LGBT views. One of his statements on the AFA’s 
website reads, “I never dreamed I would see the day 
when sodomy would be called normal, and those who 
held to traditional values based on Christian teach-
ing would be called bigots.” According to the AFA, 
the primary goal of the “homosexual movement” is 
to “abolish the traditional, Judeo-Christian view of 
human sexuality, marriage, and family.”

The AFA has been extremely vocal over the years 
in its opposition to LGBT rights, marriage equality 
and allowing gay men and lesbians to serve in the mil-
itary. The group’s arguments are filled with claims 
that equate homosexuality with pedophilia and argue 
that there’s a “homosexual agenda” afoot that is set to 
bring about the downfall of American (and ultimately, 
Western) civilization. In one October 2004 article, the 
AFA Journal suggested that gay influences are lead-
ing to a “grotesque culture” that will include “quick 
encounters in the middle school boys’ restroom.”

For years, until 2010, the AFA had a section on its 
website that supposedly exposed “The Homosexual 
Agenda.” There, a reader could find articles and 
other AFA publications that claimed LGBT people 
were trying to force the acceptance of homosexual-
ity on children through sex education programs in 
schools; condemned companies like Disney for sup-
porting LGBT rights and programming; and, also until 
2010, featured a particularly noxious booklet the AFA 
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fully restored and was walking in victory.” The DVD 
is still available on the AFA’s website, without any 
mention of the scandal. It is described as “a fair and 
balanced approach to this challenging subject.”

The AFA’s fundraising appeals are known for their 
shrillness. One mailer from the early 2000s read: “For 
the sake of our children and society, we must OPPOSE 
the spread of homosexual activity! Just as we must 
oppose murder, stealing, and adultery!” It continued, 
“Since homosexuals cannot reproduce, the only way 
for them to ‘breed’ is to RECRUIT! And who are their 
targets for recruitment? Children!” In other appeals, 
the AFA has used a standard propaganda ploy against 
LGBT individuals: They’re a danger to children.

In the summer of 2010, the AFA announced a boycott 
of Home Depot stores because Home Depot allegedly 
supports the “homosexual agenda.” The AFA said 
that the home repair chain was “deliberately expos-
ing children to lascivious displays of sexual conduct by 
homosexuals” through its support of pride parades.

The AFA has had very active state chapters, many 
of which have served as training grounds for anti-
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the organization were a legitimate professional body. 
In fact, the so-called college is a tiny breakaway fac-
tion of the similarly named, 60,000-member American 
Academy of Pediatrics that requires, as a condition of 
membership, that joiners “hold true to the group’s core 
beliefs … [including] that the traditional family unit, 
headed by an opposite-sex couple, poses far fewer 
risk factors in the adoption and raising of children.” 
The group’s 2010 publication Facts About Youth was 
described by the American Academy of Pediatrics and 
the American Psychological Association as non-factual. 
Francis Collins, director of the National Institutes of 
Health, was one of several legitimate researchers who 
said Facts misrepresented their findings. “It is dis-
turbing to me to see special interest groups distort my 
scientific observations to make a point against homo-
sexuality,” he wrote. “The information they present is 
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mature sexual experiences play a significant role in 
late adolescent or adult sexual orientation” and added 
that it’s unlikely that someone can make another per-
son gay or heterosexual.

With regard to Schumm’s study, critics have 
already said that he appears to have merely aggre-
gated anecdotal data, a biased sample that invalidates 
his findings.

MYTH # 4
Gay men and lesbians don’t live nearly as long as 
heterosexuals.

THE ARGUMENT
Anti-gay organizations want to promote heterosex-
uality as the healthier “choice.” Furthermore, the 
purportedly shorter life spans and poorer physi-
cal and mental health of gays and lesbians are often 
offered as reasons why they shouldn’t be allowed to 
adopt or foster children. 

THE FACTS
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those same sources that ran counter to their thesis.
The myth that the Nazis condoned homosex-

uality sprang up in the 1930s, started by socialist 
opponents of the Nazis as a slander against Nazi 
leaders. Credible historians believe that only one of 
the half-dozen leaders in Hitler’s inner circle, Ernst 
Röhm, was gay. (Röhm was murdered on Hitler’s 
orders in 1934.) The Nazis considered homosexual-
ity one aspect of the “degeneracy” they were trying 
to eradicate.

When the National Socialist Party came to power 
in 1933, it quickly strengthened Germany’s existing 
penalties against homosexuality. Heinrich Himmler, 
Hitler’s security chief, announced that homosexu-
ality was to be “eliminated” in Germany, along with 
miscegenation among the races. Historians estimate 
that between 50,000 and 100,000 men were arrested 
for homosexuality (or suspicion of it) under the Nazi 
regime. These men were routinely sent to concentra-
tion camps and many thousands died there.

In 1942, the Nazis instituted the death penalty 
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