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THE PLOTS 

A TIMELINE 
OF TERROR

In the last six years, incidents of domestic terrorism in the United States have been overwhelmingly car-
ried out by solitary “lone wolves” or leaderless groups of just two people. The Southern Poverty Law 
Center’s study of the nature of these attacks is based on the following 63 incidents, which occurred 
between April 1, 2009, and Feb. 1, 2015. The list includes both terrorist attacks and foiled terrorist plots, 
as well as unplanned situations, such as traffic stops, where extremists were confronted by law enforce-
ment officials and reacted with major violence. The ideologies driving the homegrown extremists in 
each incident are divided into two broad categories: “antigovernment,” meaning the perpetrators see the 
federal government as their chief enemy and generally subscribe to the tenets of the so-called “Patriot” 
movement; and “hate,” which encompasses hatred based on race, religion, gender, and sexual orientation, 
among others ( jihadist attacks and anti-abortion violence are included in this category). An asterisk in 
the “outcome” field, which lists the number of people killed, indicates that one or more assailants died 
during the terrorist incident. If the incident is listed as a “group” attack, there were at least two assail-
ants involved. The “perpetrator” field includes a few cases where the defendant has been accused, but 
not convicted, of a crime. The cases that mention “sovereign citizens” refer to people with radical anti-
government views who believe most laws don’t apply to them.
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APRIL 4, 2009 | IDEOLOGY ANTIGOVERNMENT

INCIDENT TYPE LONE WOLF | INCIDENT DYNAMIC UNPLANNED

WEAPON FIREARMS | OUTCOME 3 KILLED 

PERPETRATOR | MALE, 22 | PITTSBURGH, PENNSYLVANIA

RICHARD ANDREW POPLAWSKI
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tery wired to a switch, blasting caps and ammunition. 
A prosecutor in that case called Roeder a “substan-
tial threat to public safety,” but his conviction in that 
case is overturned later. In 2010, Roeder is sentenced 
to life in prison for the Tiller murder.

JUNE 10, 2009 | 
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Internet postings. He is sentenced to four years in 
federal prison.

MAY 10, 2010 | IDEOLOGY HATE

INCIDENT TYPE LONE WOLF | INCIDENT DYNAMIC PLANNED

WEAPON EXPLOSIVES | OUTCOME 1 KILLED *
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counts of premeditated attempted murder of a peace 
officer and three counts of being a felon in possession 
of a firearm. He is sentenced to 401 years in prison.

JULY 21, 2010 | IDEOLOGY ANTIGOVERNMENT

INCIDENT TYPE LONE WOLF | INCIDENT DYNAMIC PLANNED

WEAPON FIREARM | OUTCOME 1 KILLED

PERPETRATOR MALE, 64 | CUMBERLAND COUNTY, PENN. 

Attorney Todd Getgen is shot to death 
at a gun range in Cumberland County, 
Penn., and his weapon, a silenced 
AR-15 rifle, is stolen. Nine days later, 
authorities arrest prison guard 

RAYMOND PEAKE, saying Peake was trying to accumu-
late weapons for an unnamed organization that 
intended to overthrow the government. Fellow 
prison guard Thomas Tuso is also arrested for help-
ing Peake hide Getgen’s custom-built weapon. 
Peake is sentenced in 2012 to life in prison. The 
next year, Tuso is sentenced to between 11 and 23 
months in prison.

AUG. 17, 2010  | IDEOLOGY ANTIGOVERNMENT

INCIDENT TYPE LONE WOLF | INCIDENT DYNAMIC PLANNED

WEAPON FIREARM | OUTCOME 1 KILLED *

PERPETRATOR MALE, 29 | MCKINNEY, TEXAS

PATRICK GRAY SHARP sets fire to his truck 
outside the McKinney Public Safety 
Building and then begins firing at first 
responders from a makeshift sniper’s 
nest. Police estimate Sharp fired more 

than 100 rounds at the building, which houses the 

town’s police department. McKinney officers fire 
back at Sharp and, when they later close in on his 
position, find him dead of gunshot wounds.

AUGUST 30, 2010 | IDEOLOGY HATE

INCIDENT TYPE LONE WOLF | INCIDENT DYNAMIC PLANNED

WEAPON FIREARM | OUTCOME NO FATALITIES

PERPETRATOR MALE, 52 | SPOKANE, WASH. 

White supremacist WAYDE LYNN KURT is 
arrested in Spokane on federal gun 
and forgery charges. Authorities later 
release audio recordings to support 
their allegation that he was planning 

a terrorist attack that he called his “final solution” 
and which included assassinating President 
Obama. Kurt, a convicted felon who is associated 
with neo-Nazis and racist Odinists, is sentenced 
in 2012 to 13 years in prison on firearms and false 
identification convictions after federal prosecu-
tors seek and receive a “terrorism enhancement” 
to his sentence.

SEPT. 2, 2010 | IDEOLOGY HATE

INCIDENT TYPE LONE WOLF | INCIDENT DYNAMIC PLANNED

WEAPON EXPLOSIVES | OUTCOME NO FATALITIES

PERPETRATOR MALE, 37 | MADERA, CALIF. 

A pipe bomb is thrown through the 
window of  a  c losed  Planned 
Parenthood clinic along with a note 
that reads, “Murder our children? 
We have a ‘choice’ too.” The note is 

signed ANB, apparently short for the American 
Nationalist Brotherhood. Six months later, law 
enforcement officials arrest school bus driver 
DONNY EUGENE MOWER, who allegedly also threat-
ened a local Islamic center and has the word 
“Peckerwood,” a white supremacist reference, tat-
tooed on his chest. Mower confesses to the attack 
and pleads guilty to arson, damaging religious 
property and violating the Freedom of Access to 
Clinics Act. He is sentenced in 2012 to five years 
in prison and three years of supervised release.
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SEPT. 7, 2010 | IDEOLOGY 
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a car bomb during Portland’s annual Christmas tree 
lighting. Crawford had reportedly ranted about 
Muslims and describes himself as a Christian war-
rior after the arson. But complex legal questions 
surrounding Crawford’s mental health and actions 
of the prosecution delay the scheduling of a trial.

JAN. 14, 2011 | IDEOLOGY HATE

INCIDENT TYPE LONE WOLF | INCIDENT DYNAMIC PLANNED

WEAPON EXPLOSIVES | OUTCOME NO FATALITIES

PERPETRATOR MALE, 28 | APACHE JUNCTION, ARIZ.

Federal agents arrest JEFFERY HARBIN, a 
member of the neo-Nazi National 
Socialist Movement, for building 
homemade grenades and pipe bombs 
that he intended to supply to anti-im-

migrant groups patrolling the Arizona-Mexico 
border. A prosecutor says that Harbin constructed 
the devices, using model rocket engines and alumi-
num powder, “in such a way as to maximize human 
carnage.” In September 2011, Harbin — the son of 
Jerry Harbin, a Phoenix-area activist with past ties 
to the neo-Nazi National Alliance and the racist 
Council of Conservative Citizens — pleads guilty 
to making and transporting bombs and is sentenced 
to two years in prison.

JAN. 14, 2011 | IDEOLOGY HATE

INCIDENT TYPE GROUP | INCIDENT DYNAMIC PLANNED

WEAPON FIREBOMB | OUTCOME NO FATALITIES
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by the officer. (Virtually all so-called Moorish 
nationals are black, but Tesi is white.) The officer 
had recognized Tesi as the man who had sent a 
court a note threatening “deadly force” against offi-
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old girlfriend, Tiffany York. The four are arrested 
five days later, after the victims’ bodies are discov-
ered in a stand of dense woods. The two were killed 
because FEAR leader ISAAC AGUIGUI, 19, feared Roark 
would talk about the group’s plans to take over the 
Army base, overthrow the government, assassinate 
a future president, blow up a dam and poison the 
apple crop in the state of Washington. Pfc. Aguigui 
funded the group, buying $87,000 in weapons and 
a large amount of drugs with a $500,000 insurance 
payment he received after the death of his pregnant 
wife. PFC. MICHAEL BURNETT pleads guilty and agrees 
to testify against his FEAR comrades. In April 2013, 
the Army charges Aguigui with killing his wife, 
whose death was initially ruled accidental, and 
their unborn child. In July 2013, Aguigui pleads 
guilty in the murders of York and Roark, and is sen-
tenced to life in prison. He subsequently is 
convicted in military court of the murder of his 
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MAY 3, 2013 | IDEOLOGY ANTIGOVERNMENT

INCIDENT TYPE LONE WOLF | INCIDENT DYNAMIC UNPLANNED

WEAPON EXPLOSIVES | OUTCOME NO FATALITIES

PERPETRATOR MALE, 24 | MONTEVIDEO, MINN. 

BUFORD “BUCKY” ROGERS of Montevideo, 
a self-proclaimed member of the 
Black Snake Militia, is arrested when 
agents find homemade bombs and 
firearms at his father’s home. It is at 

least the third time Rogers has been arrested. 
Profanity-laced postings on Rogers’ Facebook 
page, beginning in June 2011, express his antigov-
ernment views. “The NOW [New World Order] 
has taken all your freedoms the right to bear arms 
freedom of speech [sic] freedom to the press,” one 
of his postings says. He pleads guilty to two counts 
of weapons violations in early 2014 and is subse-
quently sentenced to three years and four months 
in prison.

JUNE 18, 2013 | IDEOLOGY HATE

INCIDENT TYPE GROUP | INCIDENT DYNAMIC PLANNED

WEAPON RADIATION DEVICE | OUTCOME NO FATALITIES

PERPETRATOR MALES, 49 AND 54 | PROVIDENCE, N.Y./STOCKPORT, N.Y. 

GLENDON SCOTT CRAWFORD, 
49, and ERIC J. FEIGHT are 
arrested at their homes 
in upstate New York 
after a year-long inves-

tigation and charged with conspiracy to provide 
material support to terrorists for use of a weapon 
of mass destruction. Crawford is a member of the 
United Northern and Southern Knights of the Ku 
Klux Klan and an industrial mechanic with 
General Electric; Feight is an outside contractor 
for the company with engineering skills. Officials 
say the two men, who call themselves “The Guild,” 
are well on the way to building a truck-borne radi-
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NOV. 1, 2013 | IDEOLOGY ANTIGOVERNMENT

INCIDENT TYPE LONE WOLF | INCIDENT DYNAMIC PLANNED

WEAPON FIREARM | OUTCOME 1 KILLED

PERPETRATOR MALE, 23 | LOS ANGELES

PAUL ANTHONY CIANCIA allegedly opens 
fire at Los Angeles International 
Airport, killing U.S. Transportation 
Security Administration officer 
Gerardo Hernandez at a security 

checkpoint and injuring six others. Police say he was 
carrying a bag packed with a semiautomatic .223-cal-
iber Smith & Wesson M&P-15 rifle, five 30-round 
magazines and hundreds of additional rounds of 
ammunition. When he is arrested, sources say, 
Ciancia is carrying a note mentioning “fiat currency” 
and the New World Order, both topics of high inter-
est to the militia movement. Ciancia is charged with 
the murder of a federal officer and committing vio-
lence at an international airport, with prosecutors 
saying they will seek the death penalty.

MARCH 27, 2014 | IDEOLOGY ANTIGOVERNMENT

INCIDENT TYPE LONE WOLF | INCIDENT DYNAMIC PLANNED

WEAPON EXPLOSIVES | OUTCOME NO FATALITIES

PERPETRATOR MALE, 38 | KATY, TEXAS

ROBERT JAMES TALBOT JR. is arrested in 
Katy by FBI agents who say he was 
about to rob an armored car and kill 
its driver. The FBI opened an investi-
gation into Talbot’s activities in 

August 2013 after learning of his desire to recruit 
others into terrorist activities. Officials say Talbot 
was plotting to use C-4 explosives and weapons to 
rob banks and armored cars, kill police officers, and 
blow up government buildings and crowded 
mosques. Talbot is also behind a Facebook page 
called “American Insurgent Movement,” on which 
he posted antigovernment screeds, called for vio-
lence against public officials, and ranted about 
Muslims and LGBT people. In October 2014, Talbot 
pleads guilty to federal charges of attempted inter-
ference with commerce by robbery and solicitation 
to commit a crime of violence. He faces up 20 years 

on the first charge and another 10 on the second 
charge when he is sentenced.

APRIL 13, 2014 | IDEOLOGY HATE

INCIDENT TYPE LONE WOLF | INCIDENT DYNAMIC PLANNED

WEAPON FIREARM | OUTCOME 3 KILLED

PERPETRATOR MALE, 73 | OVERLAND PARK, KAN. 

FRAZIER GLENN MILLER (aka Frazier 
Glenn Cross), a longtime racist and 
anti-Semite, is arrested after he 
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MAY 23, 2014 | IDEOLOGY HATE

INCIDENT TYPE LONE WOLF | INCIDENT DYNAMIC PLANNED

WEAPON FIREARMS | OUTCOME  7 KILLED *

PERPETRATOR MALE, 22 | ISLA VISTA, CALIF. 
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shoots  and kil ls 
Joseph Wilcox, 31, 
before the Millers 
barricade them-
selves in the back of 
the store. Jerad is 
shot to death by 
police, and Amanda 
kills herself. The 
couple held strong 
a n t i g o v e r n m e n t 

views, with Jerad Miller’s Facebook page contain-
ing calls to impeach President Obama as well as 
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SEPT. 12, 2014 | IDEOLOGY ANTIGOVERNMENT

INCIDENT TYPE LONE WOLF | INCIDENT DYNAMIC PLANNED

WEAPON FIREARMS | OUTCOME 1 KILLED

PERPETRATOR MALE, 31 | BLOOMING GROVE, PA.

ERIC MATTHEW FREIN, an antigovernment 
survivalist and crack marksman, 
a l l e g e d l y  s h o o t s  a n d  k i l l s 
Pennsylvania State Police Cpl. Byron 
Dickson, 38, as he walks to his patrol 

car in front of a police barracks in rural northeast-
ern Pennsylvania. Moments later, Frein allegedly 


