
Extremists Spread Disinformation
to Manipulate Voters and Elections
During election cycles, voters are also bombarded with disinformation that is difficult to distinguish,  
false conspiracy theories and propaganda from illegitimate sources. Understanding the type and signs  
of disinformation is essential to combating its negative impacts.

Disinformation is:

•	 Purposefully false or misleading content  
created with the intent to deceive and  
cause harm.

Disinformation can even spread through less obviously biased sources like:

•	 Messaging app

•	 ‘Fake’ news sites

•	 Social media

•	 Streaming video outlets

Who’s behind disinformation?

•	 Manipulative extremist actors, often associated 
with hate and antigovernment groups.

Extremists use disinformation to:

•	 Purposefully and wrongly seed doubt  
in democracy.

•	 Sow distrust in elections.

•	 Pass anti-voter laws.

•	 Spark violence.

•	 Achieve political and financial gain.

•	 Create chaos and confusion.

Disinformation content includes:

•	 False details about race and  
gender issues.

•	 Stereotypes.

•	 Contentious social and economic issues.

Targets of disinformation are:

•	 General public

•	 Communities of color

•	 Religious communities

•	 Voters in tightly contested districts

It is serious!

•	 Extremist actors’ disinformation  
campaigns about elections led to  
the violence on Jan. 6, 2021, and in  
statehouses across the U.S. in 2020.

•	 Disinformation has led to targeted attacks against 
election workers.

•	 A SPLC poll found concerns levels of belief in 
false racist conspiracy theories and a willingness 
to support political violence.
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