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LDF and Co-Counsel Reach Settlement in Federal Lawsuit Challenging
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On June 18, 2024, the Legal Defense Fund and its co-counsel Quinn, Connor, Weaver,
Davis, & Rouco LLP, on behalf of their clients Newbern Mayor Patrick Braxton if and
residents James Ballard, Barbara Patrick, Wanda Scott, Janice Quarles and Dorothy
Holley reached a settlement in Braxton et al. v. Stokes et al., a federal lawsuit
challenging racially discriminatory voting and electoral practices in Newbern, Alabama.

The stipulated agreement, which comes after a four-year process, includes key outcomes
for residents in Newbern, Alabama. The Defendant, the City of Newbern, admitted to
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the Newbern community and the courts to ensure that democracy is afforded to all, not
just some.”

“The Legal Defense Fund is proud to have represented Newbern residents to vindicate
their voting rights and uphold the law in protection of fair electoral practices,” said Leah
Wong, Voting Rights Defender and Prepared to Vote Attorney at LDF. “This agreement
serves as a powerful step for the town to acknowledge decades of injustice and to have
representative government where everyone gets to participate going forward.”

“We are pleased with this resolution, as it marks a critical step in addressing decades of
electoral neglect in Newbern,” said Richard Rouco, Partner at Quinn, Connor, Weaver,
Davis, & Rouco LLP. “Voting is not and should not just be a privilege; it's a powerful tool
for communities to assert their voices and demand change.”
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