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POLARIZATION AND EXTREMISM RESEARCH AND INNOVATION LAB (PERIL)
PERIL brings the resources and expertise of the university sector to bear 
on the problem of growing youth polarization and extremist radicalization, 
through scalable research, intervention, and public education ideas to 
reduce rising polarization and hate.

SOUTHERN POVERTY LAW CENTER
The SPLC seeks to be a catalyst for racial justice in the South and 
beyond, working in partnership with communities to dismantle white 
supremacy, strengthen intersectional movements, and advance the 
human rights of all people.
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N E W  R I S K S  I N  T H E  C O V I D - 1 9  E R A
O nline radicalization was a concern well before the COVID-19 pandemic began.4 But the pandemic itself has increased 

the risks of online radicalization at the same time as it has heightened the vulnerabilities and drivers that make 
youth susceptible to extremist narratives and predatory recruiters. Here are some reasons why:

Unprecedented time online. Almost 93% of people in 
households with school-age children reported their chil-
dren had engaged in some form of distance learning since 
the outbreak of COVID-19. Nearly 15 million college stu-
dents have switched to online learning as well. For mil-
lions of youth, the hours previously spent at school or in 
classrooms under the supervision of trusted adults are 
now largely spent online.

Distracted parents and caregivers. Work has not stopped 
for most parents and caregivers. Some adults must  
work online during much or most of the day. Many other 
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R E C O G N I Z I N G  W A R N I N G  S I G N S
T here are some specific warning signs that should send up a red flag about the kind of content a child is being 

exposed to online. This includes content related to COVID-19 as well as content that was circulating well 
before the pandemic.

Signs of Radicalization Related to COVID-19
•	 �Blaming immigrants for the spread of COVID-19 or for 

the severity of its impact.

•	 �Stereotyping ethnic or religious groups as “super 
spreaders” or believing that social distancing restric-
tions are not enforced for these groups.

•	 �The belief that COVID-19 is a part of a “globalist elite” 
and/or Jewish master plan conspiracy. 

•	 �Accusing political opponents or racial/ethnic groups of 
conspiring to engineer and spread COVID-19. 

•	 �
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From SPLCs Teaching Tolerance:
•	

https://www.tolerance.org/magazine/new-resources-for-confronting-white-nationalism
https://www.tolerance.org/magazine/new-resources-for-confronting-white-nationalism
https://www.tolerance.org/magazine/publications/learning-the-landscape-of-digital-literacy
https://www.tolerance.org/magazine/publications/learning-the-landscape-of-digital-literacy
https://www.tolerance.org/frameworks/digital-literacy
https://www.tolerance.org/frameworks/digital-literacy
https://www.tolerance.org/frameworks/teaching-hard-history/american-slavery
https://www.tolerance.org/frameworks/teaching-hard-history/american-slavery
https://www.tolerance.org/classroom-resources/texts
https://www.tolerance.org/magazine/publications/lets-talk
https://www.tolerance.org/magazine/publications/lets-talk
https://www.tolerance.org/magazine/publications/speak-up-at-school
https://www.tolerance.org/magazine/publications/speak-up-at-school
https://www.tolerance.org/magazine/publications/speak-up-at-school
https://www.tolerance.org/magazine/publications/speak-up-at-school
https://www.tolerance.org/magazine/speak-up-against-hateful-rhetoric
https://www.tolerance.org/magazine/speak-up-against-hateful-rhetoric
http://www.splcenter.org/20150125/speak-responding-everyday-bigotry
http://www.splcenter.org/20150125/speak-responding-everyday-bigotry
https://www.tolerance.org/magazine/publications/learning-the-landscape-of-digital-literacy
https://www.tolerance.org/magazine/publications/learning-the-landscape-of-digital-literacy
https://www.tolerance.org/magazine/publications/learning-the-landscape-of-digital-literacy
http://www.tolerance.org/magazine/publications/responding-to-hate-and-bias-at-school
http://www.tolerance.org/magazine/publications/responding-to-hate-and-bias-at-school
https://nationalonlinesafety.com/
https://virtual-addiction.com/
http://www.samhsa.gov/find-help/national-helpline
https://nationalonlinesafety.com/guides/what-parents-need-to-know-about-tiktok
https://nationalonlinesafety.com/guides/what-parents-need-to-know-about-tiktok
http://www.commonsensemedia.org/
/20170814/ten-ways-fight-hate-community-response-guide
/20170814/ten-ways-fight-hate-community-response-guide
https://neaedjustice.org/2019/10/11/5-things-educators-can-do-to-address-bias-in-their-school/
https://neaedjustice.org/2019/10/11/5-things-educators-can-do-to-address-bias-in-their-school/
https://neaedjustice.org/2019/10/11/5-things-educators-can-do-to-address-bias-in-their-school/
https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000244676
https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000244676
https://indd.adobe.com/view/57aec2f5-a65e-49fb-941f-aa85e600c4f9
https://indd.adobe.com/view/57aec2f5-a65e-49fb-941f-aa85e600c4f9
https://info-radical.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/12/How-do-I-talk-about-it-with-my-child_CPRLV.pdf
https://info-radical.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/12/How-do-I-talk-about-it-with-my-child_CPRLV.pdf
https://info-radical.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/12/How-do-I-talk-about-it-with-my-child_CPRLV.pdf
https://info-radical.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/08/INFORMATION-KIT-FOR-SCHOOL-PERSONNEL.pdf
https://info-radical.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/08/INFORMATION-KIT-FOR-SCHOOL-PERSONNEL.pdf
https://datasociety.net/library/oxygen-of-amplification/
https://datasociety.net/library/oxygen-of-amplification/
http://www.splcenter.org/hate-map
/flyering-map
http://www.asianpacificpolicyandplanningcouncil.org/stop-aapi-hate/
http://www.asianpacificpolicyandplanningcouncil.org/stop-aapi-hate/
http://www.adl.org/reportincident
http://www.hrc.org/resources/hate-crimes-and-violence-against-lgbt-people
http://www.hrc.org/resources/hate-crimes-and-violence-against-lgbt-people
http://www.cair.com/report/
http://www.justice.gov/hatecrimes/get-help-now
https://victimconnect.org/learn/types-of-crime/hate-crimes/
https://victimconnect.org/learn/types-of-crime/hate-crimes/




https://www.isdglobal.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/10/The-Fringe-Insurgency-221017.pdf
https://www.isdglobal.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/10/The-Fringe-Insurgency-221017.pdf
https://www.fbi.gov/coronavirus
https://www.fbi.gov/coronavirus
https://wgntv.com/news/medical-watch/unseen-risk-of-covid-19-and-children-anxiety-depression-and-suicide/
https://wgntv.com/news/medical-watch/unseen-risk-of-covid-19-and-children-anxiety-depression-and-suicide/
https://wgntv.com/news/medical-watch/unseen-risk-of-covid-19-and-children-anxiety-depression-and-suicide/
https://www.njhomelandsecurity.gov/analysis/online-extremists-exploit-covid-19-to-inspire-supporters
https://www.njhomelandsecurity.gov/analysis/online-extremists-exploit-covid-19-to-inspire-supporters
https://www.adl.org/education/resources/tools-and-strategies/table-talk/propaganda-extremism-online-recruitment
https://www.adl.org/education/resources/tools-and-strategies/table-talk/propaganda-extremism-online-recruitment
https://www.adl.org/education/resources/tools-and-strategies/table-talk/propaganda-extremism-online-recruitment
http://cityofkindness.org/portfolio/get-inspired/
http://cityofkindness.org/portfolio/get-inspired/
https://nationswell.com/anaheim-city-of-kindness/
https://nationswell.com/anaheim-city-of-kindness/
https://www.datasociety.net/pubs/oh/Online_Harassment_2016.pdf
https://www.datasociety.net/pubs/oh/Online_Harassment_2016.pdf
https://www.osce.org/odihr/39821?download=true
https://www.osce.org/odihr/39821?download=true


20  A PARENTS AND CAREGIVERS GUIDE TO ONLINE RADICALIZATION PERIL & SOUTHERN POVERTY LAW CENTER  WWW.SPLCENTER.ORG/PERIL  21

C R E D I T S

http://www.american.edu/peril
http://www.splcenter.org



